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Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information of which 
Applicants have recently become aware and in respect of which there may be a duty 
to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .56. In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .98, 
along with the submitted documents, a listing of the patents and publications is set 
forth on the attached page of Form PTO-1449. 

The attached documents were cited by the German Patent Office and the European 
Patent Office (EPO) in the corresponding, respectively, German and European 
patent applications. 

An English translation of the Official Action from the German Patent Office is 
attached as is a copy of the single cited reference, German Patent DE 196 25 520 
C1. The cited German patent corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 5,857,896 a copy of 
which as also attached. The Official Action (in German) was received by Applicant 
on April 13, 2004. 



The Search Report from the European Patent Office was received on June 17, 
2004. Please note that the two (2) cited documents (copies attached) were 
determined by the EPO to be category "A" documents thereby defining the general 



state of the art which is not considered to be of particular relevance. With respect to 
the cited documents, DE 199 10 746 corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 6,234,880 a 
copy of which is attached. The other document, DE 34 01 341 A1 , has no apparent 
English equivalent although Applicant did locate an English Abstract which is 
attached. 

This IDS is being filed within three (3) months of the filing date of the present 
application and, therefore, no additional documentation or fee is believed necessary. 
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Applicant's Agent at (585) 461-8071 . Should any additional fees be required in 
order that this paper or its attachments be deemed a complete and timely response, 
the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 07-1425 for 
any such fees. 
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